
GENESIS, THE BOOK OF BEGINNINGS 

TITLE 

The first phrase in the Hebrew text of Gen 1 :1 is bereshith ("in [the] beginning"), which is 
also the Hebrew title of the book (books in ancient times customarily were named after 
their first word or two). The English title, Genesis, is Greek in origin and comes from the 
word geneseos, which appears in the pre-Christian Greek translation (Septuagint) of 
Gen 2:4; 5:1. Depending on its context, the word can mean "birth," "genealogy," or 
"history of origin." In both its Hebrew and Greek forms, then, the traditional title of 
Genesis appropriately describes its contents, since it is primarily a book of beginnings. 

AUT H OR 

Historically, Jews and Christians alike have held that Moses was the author/compiler of 
the first five books (the Pentateuch) of the OT. The Bible itself suggests Mosaic 
authorship of Genesis, since Acts 5:1 refers to circumcision as "the custom taught by 
Moses," referring to Gen 17. 

Did Moses have access to historical records? Did written records exist back then? Or, 
did he write Genesis from oral tradition? Or, perhaps he got it directly from God by 
dictation on Mt. Sinai or on another occasion? We really don't know. 

ME S SAG E 

Genesis speaks of beginnings-of the heavens and the earth, of light and darkness, of 
seas and skies, of land and vegetation, of sun and moon and stars, of sea and air and 
land animals, of human beings (made in God's own image, the climax of his creative 
activity), of marriage and family, of society and civilization, of sin and redemption. 

I think Genesis sets the theme of the whole Bible. Theme: God in his graciousness and 
love initiates, man fails/sins, God reaches out in graciousness and love to redeem man. 
Despite our sinfulness, weaknesses, and failings, God doesn't give up in loving, 
redeeming, and using us for his glory and ultimate purpose. In short: God's creation, 
man's failure, God's redemption, God wins. Isn't this our story? 

The book of Genesis speaks about relationships, highlighting those between God and 
his creation, between God and humankind, and between human beings. It clearly 
teaches that the one true God is sovereign over all that exists (i.e., his entire creation), 
and that he often exercises his sovereignty to overturn human actions and plans. It 
introduces us to the way in which God initiates and makes covenants with his chosen 
people, pledging his love and faithfulness to them and calling them to promise theirs to 
him. It establishes sacrifice as the substitution of life for life (Gen 22). It gives us the first 
hint of God's provision for redemption from the forces of evil (cp Gen 3:13 with Rom 
16:17-20) and contains the oldest and most profound statement concerning the 
significance of faith (Gen 15:6). More than half of Heb 11-a NT list of the faithful
refers to characters in Genesis. 










